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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


Weil, exams are getting over and summer 
vacation is around the corner. So, what do vou 
propose to do during the hols? 

Usually the first casuality is the daily rou- 
tine, Late night TY, getting up late, skipping 
breakfast, heavy lunch and so on, Don't tet this 
happen to 
you. results 
in waste of 
time and lazi- 
ness. 


Draw up 
a different 
time table for 
the hols and stick to it. You will achieve more 
by this. Allot time for both work and leisure. 
Develop. hobby which interests you and which 
will be a life long companion. 

Leam something new. Go to a computer css, 
speed maths class, karate class or art class as 
per your wish. 

Ofcourse everybody likes to travel and see 
new places. But for an average family this can 
last only for a week or two for economic rea- 
sons. The rest of the holidays should not be 
wasted. 





Tr were you, 1 would learn a practical skill 
using my hands. Approach an electrician, 
plumber or carpenter well known to you. Work 
for him and learn the tricks of the profession. 
‘The practical knowledge will help you through- 
‘out your life, besides making you understand the 
dignity of labour. 

Please remember to take necessary precau- 
tions like wearing gloves, goggles etc. as re 
quired. Happy Hols! 

- Editor 
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March 15th ISSUE ON SALE! 
A COMPLETE COMIC BOOK FOR CHILDREN 
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HURRY! GRAB YOUR COPY NOW! 
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PERIOD: INAUGURAL OFFER! 


| year Rs.144/- Rs. 120/- 
2 years Rs.288/- Rs.230/- 
‘Byears Rs.432/- Rs.300/- 


{007 MO 7 Cheque * favouring Gokalam Calle Comicy) 
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The Circulation Manager, Gokulam Calibre Comics, 
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ZA| WHITAKER 


Gundu and Keeri Humangoos 
knew it was time to get out of bed. 
But tired mongooses find it hard to 
up, and yesterday's trek had 
almost finished them off. 

After many sleepy tumbles back 
and forth, Gundu poked his pointy 
head out of the bush. What was all 
this? Fora minute he thought he was 
dreaming. Then he remembered... 
‘They were now in the rice paddy, not 
inthe jungle. Dawn was coming in 
but how different it was from the 
jungle dawn 











Tn the forest, the beautiful dawn 
light trickles through the leafy um- 
brella like lace. The first sleepy bird 
sings, a tee frog gobbles, a squirrel 
chuckles, and the day begins... 

slowly, very slowly. No rush, no 


suddenness. Animals and 
ae don’t like sudden- 
1“ 
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ness very much. In fact they don't 
like it at all. It gives them the shiv- 
crs. But here, under this great ex- 
Panse of open sky, the sun sudderly 
popped up. 

A big orange ball just floated up 
from the line between the sky and 
land! Just the way thoughts pop up 
in my mind, said Gundu to himself. 

Or...(sometimes)... don’t, he 
added to himself. He was an honest 
and humble mongoose. As he lay 
there, feeling the breeze blow 
through his fur, Keeri joined him, 
yawning noisily. 


Just then a horrible ~ 
shrill noise came 4 
roaringatthem ike ff 
a mad lion. Their 
ears almost ex: 
ploded. Itsounded 
like the world had 
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gone crazy. It sounded like every 
‘uneless sound in the world had been 
bunched together and sprayed at 
them. It was their first experience 
ofa loud speaker. It was Pongal. 


Now as you probably know, 
paddy field mongooses certainly 
don’t dislike pongal loud speakers. 
Because Pongal equals harvest, and 
harvest equals rats, and rats equal 
yummy mongoose food. But the 
Humangooses were jungle mon- 
gooses, and didn’t know about loud 
speakers, or Pongal, or the rats that 
‘came with it. They clutched each 
other in sleepy fright. 

Why had they left their quiet, 
peaceful jungle? Shivering with 
fright, they went down to the pond 


to wash. And there they saw some- 
thing that made their blood run cold, 


A herd of strange new creatures 
had come down to the water to drink. 
‘They looked like they didn’t belong 
on this planet. They walked on two 
legs and not four, ike normal crea- 
tures. And- amazing!- no tails! In- 
stead, they had on their skin some 
strange, colourful things like big 
eaves, but thinner. They made 
meaningless noises, continuously. 
Maybe it was talk, butt didn’t sound 
like it somehow. 








Ass the creatures walked down to 
the pond-edge they didn’t bend 
down to drink, like normal folk, but 
instead went into the water, rubbed 
something on their bodies, and sank 
in like turtles, And they never 
stopped talking, even then! Gundu 
and Keeri exchanged surprised 
glances. “They must have a lot of 
ideas in their heads!” said Gundu, 


Keeri wasn't so sure. “Maybe 
they're different. Maybe they can 
talk without ideas." 


‘Gundu laughed a long chuckly 
laugh, Keeri said such funny things 
sometimes! Then he stopped laugh- 
ing, and moved closer and closer to 
the herd. A long-ago memory 
had floated into his brain, like 
a feather. A story told long, 
long ago, and passed down 
from generation to genera- 
tion of his family. No one 
had really believed it; ev- 
ery mongoose enjoyedit asa 
myth or legend. But now 












ms eyes were saying it might just 
have been one of those myths that 
suddenly turns true. 


The two mongooses stood on 
their hind legs and rubbed their furry 
tummies in gleeful wonder. How 
amazing! 

Like all mongooses, they loved 
to see new things, both living and 
non-living. A gentle breeze ruffled 
their fur, They stopped feeling, 
home-sick for the jungle 


\h, my," said Gund 
\h my,” agreed Keeri 





But just at that moment some: 
thing happened, something so shock 
ing and awful, that they became 
almost mad with fright 
(To be continued) 


“The first of April, some do say, 
1s set apart for All Fool’s Day. 
But why the people caltit so, 
Nor I, nor they themselves do know, 
But on this day are people sent, 
(On purpose for pure merriment” 

~ Poor Robins Almanac (1790), 


Tm sure all of us wait for April 
1st popularly known as All Foo!'s 
Day. April Fool's Day as you all, 
know is observed by playing a prac 
tical joke on a ‘victim’ who 
is then called an April 
Fool! But how many of 
you know the origin ofthis 
custom? 

Well, itis believed that 
the origin can be traced to 
France, when in 1582 
King Charles IX adopted the 
Gregorian Calendar where 
the new year begins on 
January Ist, (Previously 
‘lebrations 
began on March 25 and 
ended on April 1) 
Those who refused to 
accept the change or 
just forgot, received 
foolish gifts and invites 
to non existent, 
parties. The 
‘vietim’ 
was known 
48, 'poisson d'avril’ or ‘April Fish’! 

‘This custom was adopted by the 
British and they brought it to the 
United States. Each country, why 
each province, has a special name 
for an April Fool. April Noddy. 












































Gowk ete. 





Hey! Don't forget. Tra- 
ditionally, pranks have to be 
«din the forenoon only. 
Afternoons are meant for 
the ‘victim’ to turn tables 
by shouting : “April Fool's 
gone past, And you's 
biggest foo! at last! 








the 





folks if you are a victim this year, 
you'll have the last word! 





‘Here's abit about the Horcruxes 
(parts of the soul), for those who 
have read Harry Potter and the Half 
Blood Prince. There are seven 
Horcruxes, and according to 
Dumbledore, these are : 


larities (between Harry and 
Voldemort. 

The similarities are : 

|. They are both orphans 

2. They are both half-bloods 

3. Both of them think / thought 


POTTER 


THEORIES & RuMeURS 


1. Diary (Tom Riddle’s) 

2. Hufflepuff’s cups 

3, Slytherin’s locket 

4, Marvolo’s ring 

5, Some object of Godric Gry- 
ffindor’s or Rowena Ravenclaw’s 

6. May be possibly Nagini 

and it's the seventh and the last 
Horerux that poses a mystery. 


There is a theory that the last 
Horerux, the last past of Voldemort’s 
soul may be inside Harry himself. 

‘This can be proved from the fact, 
that in all her books, especially Harry 
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 
LK. Rowling has written that when 
‘Voldemort tried to kill Harry, he put 
a bit of himself into Harry. 

‘That ‘bit of himself” might be a 
seventh of his soul which is inside 
Harry. 

Another feeble but reasonable 
evidence for this theory is their simi- 
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“Tom Ridde's Diary 


of Hogwarts as their home 

4. Both look like their fathers, 

5. Both of them have feathers in 
their wands of the same bird, Fawkes 
the phoenix. 

‘These are the only two feathers, 
Fawkes ever gave for making wands 
This makes the two wands brothers, 
which can be seen from Harry Pot- 
ter and the Goblet of Fire, when the 
wands connect, and Priori 
Incantatem happens. 

‘There are too many theories like 
these, o point out at one and say that 
this one or that one is the correct one. 


Guess we will have to wait till 20 
/ 2008 to find out these things. 

- HSindhi 

Std.IX, Lok Puram Public 

School, Thane 





Hey! HP Fans. Awaiting the 7th 
book, eh? I bet you are! Here are 
some interesting facts a 





\d rumours: 





Facts 

JK has revealed that itis the long 
est and largest book of the series. 

Lupin is going to play a big part 

in this und so will Lily's back - story. 


Rumours 


The title “Harry Potter and the 











Quest of the Centaur” has been 

rumoured but is very unlikely 
Professor Trelawney prophesied 

that “Neither will ive while the other 





soit seems certain that ei- 
ther of them will die in this book 
However Rowling said on her 
website that : “Myself and Madam 
Trelawney worded that prophecy 
very carefully” and so the outcome 
is a speculation at the moment 
Book 7 will hit the book stores 
on 07.07.07. i.e. 7th of July 2007. 
(wonder whose birthday falls on 
7th). 
- T. Madhuri, 
Std.IX, DAV Matric HSS, 
Chennai 
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‘Surangini is an Indian fairy tale 
with a touch of magic and morals. 
‘Surangini by Partap Sharma (Art by 
‘Vandana Bist) is published by Katha, 
Price ; Rs,120 


This story starts off like many 
other Indian love stories, Kalu is a 
good but poor weaver. He falls in 
love with Surangini, a rich 
zamindar's daughter who passes by 
his house daily, Surangini hardly 
knows him, but he cannot forget her, 
Surangini has lost her mother and 
looks after her young brothers and 
sisters. When the time comes for 
‘Surangini to marry, she offers to wed 
‘only the person who brings joy to 
her little sisters and brothers. While 
the zamindar agrees to her condition 
he dislikes Kalu because he is poor 
‘The zamindar does not want Kalu 
anywhere near Surangini 

From here the love story becomes 

a bit of an adventure und 
. fairy tale, 

Kalu weaves a 

beautiful carpet and he 

‘wants to present it 
to Surangini at her 
swayamvaram 
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(occasion when the bride chooses the 
man she wants to marry). 

Many strange and magical things 
happen here. Does the zamindar 
have his way against Kalu? Does 
Kalu get to marry Surangini? What 
happens to the children? You wll 
have to read the book to know! This 
book is just one of the stories that is 
taken from a chain of stories called 
‘Surangini Tales by Sharma, 

‘The best thing about this book is 
the artwork, ‘The book has beautiful 
illustrations and you fee! like looking 
at the pictures again and again 
Vandana Bist won an award for her 
pictures, 

Excerpt : 

Surangini moved on. And then 
she saw Kalu's carpet! At the very 
edge of it, a strange feeling took held 
of her. She hesitated and looked at it 
again and stopped and drew back: 
‘She thought she saw herself reflected 
in the carpet! 

“What's this? she eried in fear 






















‘The gathering exclaimed at this 
and wondered what could be the 
matter-The worried old maid behind 
Surangini gave her a gentle push. 
Surangini stepped on the carpet. 

And then, an astounding thing 
















happened. 
Before the stunned eyes of 
everyone, she sank 
OF. St6B: slowly out of sight as 
though into a pool of 

water! 
Within a few moments there was 
“Who has set this pool of water agi 





\mour and uproar, as people 





here recovered from their surprise. They 
“Pool of water?" the maid behind called out to Surangini but she was 

herhissed. “What poo! of water?Go nowhere to be seen 

on, child, or they'll think you've lost. They looked at the carpet, and all 

your wits.” they could see was its faint blue 


“No, no,” Surangini cried. “It is glow. 





4 pool of water. 1 can sce myself 
quite clearly, Look, look itis a pool “Bring her back. Please bring her 
of water.” back.” the zamindar begged. 


a 
EXE 11 


SUIS SUG 


The exams are over. Time 
to enjoy. Enter the fascinating 
world of NARNIA. In Disney Pic- 
tures, Chronicles of Narnia, the 
Lion, ‘the Witch and the Ward- 
robe, one gets transported 
(along with the four children) to 
Narnia. 

For those of you who were 
disappointed with the portrayal 
of Potter Movies, this film is a 
‘must see’. Read the book by 
CS Lewis (if you have not al- 
ready) and discover the won- 
ders of Namia magic. In fact 
Lewis wrote the series for his 





goddaughter who is the young 
est character in the book. When 
you read the book (or watch the 
movie) you'll find yourselt getting 
sucked into the plot, becoming 
fone with the characters. Aslan, 
the lion and all the helpful ani- 
mals, the witch and her horrible 
castle are so well depicted that 
you can't help but feel a part of 
Narnia 


During the Second World 
War, four siblings are sent to a 
village to stay with an auther. 
While they are playing hide and 





seek, the youngest girl who hides 
in a wardrobe, stumbles into the 

cold wintry world of Namia.How the 
other children go there too and rescue 
the Namians from the wicked witch, 
with the help of Asian the lion, become 
kings and queens, and finally get back 
via the wardrobe to their host's home 
as normal children, is depicted in the 
140 minute movie. 

The movie is tipped to receive sev- 
eral Oscars and other awards, So if you 
do get a chance to watch the movie, 
don't miss it! Soon we're sure to have 
as many Namiamaniacs amongst our 
readers as we do Pottermaniacs! _ pp 
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SWEET TREATS! 
- Aazhi 

The earliest ‘sweet’ discovered 
by man was honey. Honey does 


not get spoilt and can last thou- 
sands of years, 











‘To produce one kg of honey, a honey 
bee has to suck nectar from 50 lakh 
flowers, Honey bees fly around from flower 
to flower sucking nectar and store it in a 
bag in their food pipe. The nectar is 
processed in the food pipe and deposited 
as sweet honey in the honeycomb, 














Sugarcane tops the list of 
sugar producing crops. Indians 
have been growing sugarcane 
from 2000 BC. 


‘Thousands of years ago, sugarcane would 
grow wild in the forest, But Indians pioneered 
the art of cultivating sugarcane. Sugarcane is 
referred to as the ‘sweet weed’, Like weeds and 
bamboo, sugarcane is also a grass, 

Sugarcane juice quenches the 
thirst and énergises too. That is 
why seafarers carried sugarcane 

‘on their voyages. Thus sugar- 

cane cultivation spread to Java, 

Hawai, Philippines and other 

countries, When Columbus ven- 

tured out to discover ‘new’ coun- 
tries, he took sugarcane to 

America s 
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Every plant stores food in the form of fruit, vegetaale 
or seed. The sugarcane plant stores its food (in the 
form of sugar) in its stem or cane. 





900% of the cane is juice. The juice is 
nothing but sugar solution. This sugais 
called sucrose, Sucrose is the scient fic 
name for sugar. 















The cane is passed through 
‘machines to extract the juice. The 
juice is poured into a large cauldron 
and boiled. To prevent the juice 
from turning sour and to help 
neutralise acids, lime water is 
added while heating 








When the required 
consistency of syrup is 
obtained, it is poured into 
moulds. Upon cooling, 
moulded jaggery is obtained. 
Jaggery was also discovered How is sugar (crystal sugar) produced? 
in India, Specified quantities of lime water ard 
sulphur dioxide gas is passed through the 
sugarcane juice to make it colourless. The juice is then boiled to thicker it 
into a syrup. The syrup is spun in high speed centrifuges, After hot air is 
blown into the evaporated sugar syrup, crystal sugar is formed. 
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70% of India’s sugarcane is cultivated in North India. 
‘The major sugarcane producing states are : 1.Punjab 
2.Uttar Pradesh 3.Bihar 4.Maharashtra 5.Andhra 
Pradesh 6.Karnataka 7.Tamilnadu 





















Palm sugar is obtained 
from the palm tree, The 
fronds of the female palm 
tree are crushed, tied and 
slit at the bottom, A lime 
coated mud pot is tied 
beneath it to collect the 
liquid that drips from the sit. 
‘Alum or super phosphate is 
added and the liquid is heated 
to remove the impurities, The 
liquid is then filtered, boiled 
and poured into moulds to 
make palm sugar candy. 






















Jaggery can also be obtained 
from the coconut tree. The 
process is similar to that of palm 
sugar. The fronds are readied 
before they sprout. 1/7th of the 
liquid obtained in this manner 
is sugar. 





Frond 
after 
sprouting 





Cuts are made at the soft portion at 
the head of date palm leaves. The juice 
that drips from it is collected and boiled to 
make jaggery. 1/8th of the juice is sugar. 





sprouting j 
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Sugar can be produced from 
beetroot too. Beetroot is finely 
chopped, Warm water is poured on 
it and sugar is extracted from it? The 
liquid is heated to produce crystal 
sugar. There is no difference between 
cane sugar and beet sugar! 









Maple trees are found in many 
western countries. Like liquid 
rubber is collected from rubber 
trees, the juice of maple trees can 
also be collected. This maple juice 
is then boiled to produce sugar. 








Researchers in London have 
recently discovered that sugar can 
be produced from orange peels. 
Sugar from orange peels is several 
times sweeter than cane sugar. Ew'n 
diabetics can consume this suaar 


The stalk of sorghum plants is 
sweet (like sugarcane). In some 
countries, juice is extracted from 
the stalk boiled and made into 
syrup, Sugar forms 1/8th portion 
of the stalk. 











Saccharin used by diabetes 
patients, in lieu of sugar, is made from 
Coal. Its 300 times sweeter than the 
sugar we use! 
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‘Name : K.Sukanya 

Age: 14 

Address : B-25, Jalan Jati, Taman Bukit 
Kajang, 43000 Kajang, Selangor Darul 
Ehsan, Malaysia, 

Hobbies : Reading, playing bad- 
minton and making friends, 


Address; 46/ 
56, 1 Floor, 
Ottavadai Street, 
Nammalvarpet, 
Chennai - 600 012. 
Hobbies : Reading 
books and Gokulam, 
writing stories, watch- 
ing cartoons, singing, 
playing carrom, garden- 
ing, making crafts, 
drawing, painting, 
glass painting, drama 
dialogue writing, 











Name : M.M. Manu 

Age : 13 

Address : Roll No.2006, 
Winter House, The Good 
Shepherd. Interna- 
tional School, 
Fernhill P.O., Palada 
Campus, Ooty. 

Hobbies : Bird 
watching, reading and 
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Name : Anoop Kumar Mishra 


‘it FRIENDS! 


House, Sainik School Korukonda, 


Name : AS. Kokila 





Vizianagaram Dist. - 535 214. Age : 16 
Hobbies : Reading books, making Address: ‘Gokula’, Behind 
friends, listening to western music. Karigowda Residence, 
Krishna College Road, 
Name : Aditya Vikram Hassan - 573 201. 
Age :7 Hobbies : Drawing, danc- 
Address : K-103, Palam Apartments, ing, acting, watching TV and 
Bijwasan, New Delhi - 110 061 collecting pictures of Harry 
Hobbies : Playing cricket and helping Potter and Thrisha (Telugu 
others. film actress). 
‘Name : S.Kribhakshara Name : C.Indivaram 
Age: I ‘Tripathi 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


er applicable.) 

We cannot guarantee publi- 
cation of all your contributions 
nor is it possible to inform you 
about when it will be published. 
However, if you would like us 
to send it back on rejection, 
kindly enclose a stamped self - 
addressed envelope. 

~ Editor 
PARTICIPATION. CERTIFICATE 

If any of your creative con- 
tributions are published in Goku 
Jam you will receive a Partic- 
ipation Certificate. (Letters and 
queries do not qualify). At the 
end of the one year period 
ending June 2006, the contrib- 
tutor who has collected the 
maximum number of certificates 
will receive a special prize. 





Age: 15 

Address : Clo Yogendra Sahai 
Shukla, 409/A, Meerpur Cant. 
Railbazar, Kanpur, UP. 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, read- 
ing Gokulam, listening to music and 
watching TV. 


Name : M.Raksha 

Age: 13 

Address : E23, Gurupushyamru', 
Vidyalaya Marg, Mulund (East), 
Mumbai - 400 081. 

Hobbies : Reading books, surf 
ing the net, chatting with friends, 
drawing, listening to music and sing- 
ing. 





Name : Ambika Subash 

Age:9 

Address : ‘Chithralayam 
Kacheri Road, Punalur, Kollam 
Dist., Kerala - 691 305. 

Hobbies : Philately (collecting 
stamps), numismatics (collecting 
coins), writing letters, dancing 
(bharathanatyam), playing guitar, 


Name : K.Meghana 

Age: 12 

Address : “Krishna Nivas' Hous:, 
Beeranthabail, Kasaragod - 671121 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam ard 
other books, playing, singing, mak- 
ing friends, writing letters, garden- 
ing, painting, watching TV, playirg 
mobile games. 
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GOKULAM 





1. Ast April, de 
ceated to every idiot 
G,5,3) 





7. Topmost Army Officer is 
not very particular, Will enlarge 
differently (7) 


8. Wastepaper receptacle; 
ig tip reversed (3) 





‘you may find it in 
@) 
11, Shoe, to kick-start com- 


























puter operation? (4) 
14, Night to Tony Blair (1,1) 
16, Pertaining to-numbers and not s0 


nice rum (7) 
18, Morning sees mother in retreat (1,1) 
19, Sounds like a speech, but only face 

powder (4) 

20. Look! Don't mistake it for 








24, Ten and Russian currency may land 
you ina big difficulty (7) 

25. Lion-hearted prince, this Indian 
cricketer proved in Pakistan (6) 


Clues Down, 
1. Branch of maths a garble of x, y & 
20) 
2. 1b is UK's Capital, Okay? (6) 
3, Belongs to us; could be sour (4) 








4, White aquatic lower; sounds like ex- 
‘Aussie paceman (4) 

‘5. What is owed-from bed rising for 
ten? (4) 

6, Japanese currency, a craving for (3) 

10. To exude and discharge, during time 
out (4) 

12. Thineylindrcal, metal or glass pipe- 
you bet differently (4) 

13, Busy insect with a queen in a 
hive (3) 

15. Forhis play, Shakespeare met Bach, 
perhaps (7) 

17. Chemical element in coal/diamond; 
could be a copy (6) 

20.East European, something less than 
aslave (4) 

21. Active Voleano in Sicily, makes a 
neat tur (4) 

22. No gain when you look on board a 
ship (4) 

23. Yap back to get salary! (3) 

Note : 1, Some clues are straight defni- 
tions, others are eryptic with hidden mean- 
ing! 

2, Watch out for anagrams - jumbling 
of words, 10 solve clues. 

-Devised by A.Krishnaswamy 
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ENTRY FORM 





Name : (Mr/Ms) .. 
ABE! ser 
School : 





“Residential Address 





Pin sie 
Signature : rnmnonnanenn 








* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032, 


» Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries. * Entries with completed grid on reverse 
accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. Last Date : 12.4.2006 





Congratulations! 
The five lucky winners are: 5 
1. Venkat, The Frank Anthony Solution to 
Public School, Bangalore Krish Cross - 9 


2. $.Srinath, SVBM School, 
































Kulithalai fe 
3.Varn |e 
Krishnan, [ft 
Modem Era 
Convent, 
Janakpur 
4.Madhu- frp 
vanthi, DAV 
Public E 
School, Pune c 
5. MAnanjay, Smt. Sulochanan | € 
Devi Singhania School, Mumbai fa 
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State : Laughter exists in gas- 
cous state. 

‘Types : Laughter may be of 
many types. The most important 
types are : Bumper (ha, ha, ha) and 
suppressed Bumper (he, he, he). 

Occurrence : It can be traced 
in the back benches of a class 
room. It may also be found some- 
times in the stern faces of 
teachers. It can occur in both 
free and combined state, 

Preparation : It can be pre- 
pared by being attentive to 
slight fluctuations in the 
class or a deviation 
from usual attire. 

Equation : Back 
bench + Funny Question 
= Laughter, 

Physical Properties :Itis 
infectious. Itis odourless and 
colourless. It tastes sweet to 
the person who prepares it, 
but may be sour to others. 

Chemical Properties 
When combined with noisi 
produces scolding. Laughter + 
Noise = Scolding. If mischievous 
students are added as catalyst, the 
reaction may go a step further re- 
sulting in a "Get out” as the prod- 
uct, 

When produced in abundance 
it produces a high temperature in 














teachers, When “boiling hot scold- 
ing” is added to laughter it pro- 
duces a new substance called 
“Tears” 

Laughter + Hot scolding = 
Tears. 


Use : It is used to drive bore- 








dom out of the class and makes the 
class interesting. 

‘Test for presence of laughter: 
This can be detected by noise, ap- 
pearances of teeth or some mis- 
chievous expressions. 


~ Tanushree Krishna 
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shall epay you 
with luscious 























Salt and Chilly’ 


Two years ago, my maternal 
tuncle came to visit us. He said he 
would teach me swimming, We have 
4 private pond and I 
‘was eager to lear, 









Downslides! 

Thad gone to *Shangritla Water 
Resort’ for a school picnic, when 1 
was 9 years old. It was a lovely place 
with pools and water slides every: 
where, [ enjoyed all the mini slides 


but still I enjoyed myself. 
‘After sometime I met 2 
friend who was a very 
good swimmer. She 
asked me to try the 
— higher slides. 1 reluc- 
tantly agreed and went 

with her. 
Only when reached 





for an hour we came out to change. I 
then rushed to watch T.V. My sister 
suddenly cried out that there was a 
‘black thing’ on my back, She 
looked closely at it and screamed 
that it was a leech. She sprinkled salt 
fn it and after a while it fell off my 
back. To prevent infection, my mom 
applied green chilly paste. 1 
sereamed and ran around with pain. 
It was a terrible experience. 
- Tania Das, Std.IX, Holy 
Child High School, Sikhar 
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the top did I know how tall the slides 
were. There were three slides each 
next to the other. Floats were used 
for the slides and the third one, 
which was the tallest, was for swim- 
mers. My friend took me down that 
‘one. I felt sick. I was very scared of, 
heights. Neither did my friend nor 
the guide know that I was not a 
swimmer. 1 came down with great 
speed and went directly into the 
pool. I was nearly drowned. I got up 
with difficulty. Water had entered my 










nose and mouth and I was breathing 
heavily. But just then a float oc- 
cupied by two people came 
with great speed from the 
nearby slide, It hit me on 
my back and I fell in 
again. 

This time I could 
not getup. After a few 
minutes my friend 
rescued me. I was 
badly shaken, some 
teachers gave me warm 
tmitk and I felt better. It was 
a horrifying experience. 

- Swathi Harinarayanan, 
Std. VIII, St. Mary's Convent 
High School 

Mumbai 












Knowledge is Forever 


Once my closest friend Prakash 
invited me to his birthday. They are 
very rich. He had given me a special 
invitation because I was his dearest 


friend, I was also a competitor in 
class. Everybody presented gifts to 
Prakash, but I had brought a small 
sift. If was an issue of gokulam he 
picked it up and started reading it at 
‘once. But his aunt snatched it away 


and placed it on the table. She pre~ 
sented a bracelet worth Rs.5000/ 
- to him. After a few days he 
went to a village and lost the 
copy of Gokulam and the 
bracelet too. When he 
returned his aunt en- 
quired about the brace- 
let and rebuked him for 
having lost it. He soon 
forgot about it (bracelet), 
but he still remembers what 
he read in Gokulam. I now under- 
stand why itis said that knowledge 
‘cannot be stolen by anyone. It lives 
forever 
- PDinesh Kumar, 
Hyderabad 
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Shivaguru and Aryamba, per- 
formed great tapas after their mar- 
riage, Lord Shiva Blessed them with 
a brilliant child Shankara! Infact the 
Lord himself was born as Shankara 
in a village called Veliyanad near 
Kalady. 

‘When Shankara was merely six, 
the divine child had accomplished the 
phenomenal task of composing his 
first book. Shankara lost his father 















when he was four. On a dwadasi day, 
while Shankara the brahmachari went 
from house to house seeking alms, a 
poor lady parted with all her food 
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consisting of a single ‘amla’, Moved 
by her selflessness. Shankara com- 
posed the Kanakadhara Stotrar 
Goddess Lakshmi showered weal'h 
‘on the poor lady. Even at this tender 
age, kings and great men sought 10 
coverse with him. 

At the age of eight, Shankara 
sought permission from his mother 10 
take up Sanyas, Shankara was bath 
ing in the river when a croco- 
dile caught his leg. Shankara 
called out to his mother who 
came running. Shankara in- 
formed her that his life was in 
danger unless he took up sa 
yas. His mother had to relent. 

The determined child trav- 
elled alone from Kerala to 
Madhya Pradesh on foot, not 
knowing where or when his next 
meal would be. He met his 









Guru, Govinda Bagwathpada ut 
Narmadeshwar. 

ipon completion of his stuc- 
ies, Shankara with the blessings 
of his Guru, took upon himself 
the monumental task of writing 
Bhaashyas (commentaries) on the Ve- 
antic texts such as the Bhagawad 
Gita, Upanishads and Brahma Sutras 
Shankara's commentaries on the 











above texts, are 
an authority to 
all seekers of 
Moksha. He then 
Went on to com 
pose inspiring 
original works 
such as Bhaja 
Govindam, Atma 
Bodh, Tatva Bodh, \ 
Dakshinamoorthy 
stotram, Viveka 
choodamani ete 

He — travelled 
across the country 
four times convincing 


teams to continue his work 
across the country. The vision 
of Shankara was such that he 



























set up and renovated temples 
by the borders of the nation. 
He had set up Mutts in 
Sringeri, Badri, Puri, Dwara- 
ka and Kanchi. These mutts 
even today are headed by a 
Shankaracharya each, Thus 
the cultural he 





\ge was 
preserved, His followers 





people with his clarity on 
vedanta through discus: 
sions, debates etc. He was 
‘an orator par excellence. 
He established spiritual 
centres and formed 








included kings, scholars, thinkers, 
etc. By the time he was thirty two 
years old, Shankara had single hand- 
edly revived Hindu culture and 
brought 75 different schools of 
thought under his Advaita philosopy, 
had completed his mission in 
Shankara was not a mere personality 
he was an institution 

1. Sowmya, Std. VIII, 
TVS.L.MLSS., Madurai 
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1.G. GANESAN 
an angle. Sit in front of the set at 





‘© Himanshi Sahu, Korba 
2? When I watch TV or study 
continuously I get headache. 
Please suggest some exercises? 
1 You seem to be suffering from 


reasonable distance about four or 
five times the width of the TV 
screen. Take occasional breaks from 
the screen and relax your eyes by 
looking at a distance for a few min- 
utes, 

‘There are two good exercises to 
alleviate eye strain, The first one: 
Pretend that you are looking at the 
center of a giant clock face straight 
ahead. Keeping your head in 1 
same position all the while, look w> 
as far as possible towards the 12 0° 
clock position for 2 seconds, Then 
return to the center, Next, do it for | 
' clock position, then 2 0 clocc 
‘and so on, Always go back to the 














IEP AVN LEY 


‘eye strain, It is a common problem 
that can occur after the eyes are 
taxed for a prolonged period like 
when you, watch TV and read books. 
continuously, after hours of close 
work like sewing, knitting etc, You 
can reduce eyestrain by taking 
simple precautions. Hold the 
reading material about 30 to 
40cms away from your eyes. 
Ensure that you have adequate 
light. Take a break every hour 
by looking at distant objects 
for three or four minutes. While 
watching TV, avoid viewing from, 
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center before moving on to the next 
hour. When you have finished 
one clockwise cycle, do an 
anticlockwise cycle. 

The second one: Choose a par- 
ticular object e.g.,achimney or tre: 
at least 20 feet away from you and 
choose an object far away 





WINS. 6000 
TO MANTA 
we sTaNce / 












1.0 0000 


€, 24, building or temple, These 
will be your near and far points 
respectively. Look at each object 
for about 2 seconds at a time and 
alternate between the near and far 
objects. Repeat for about 5 min- 
uwtes. These exercises will exert 
your extra ocular muscles and 
make them stronger. They reduc 
eyestrain and alleviate head-  / 
ache. Ifthe problem ‘ 
presists, you 


crystalline lens, We see objects 
‘when the lens allows the light 
rays to pass through it to get 
‘an image of the objects on 
the retina situated behind 
it. As we grow older 
and older, its transpar- 
ency slowly degener- 
ates. Hence it becomes 
opaque. Now the light rays 
cannot pass through the lens 
properly leading to a gradual 
should consult loss of vision. Development 
an ophtha ‘of opacity in the lens is called 
mologist. cataract. Heredity, malnutri- 
‘© Srinath Mahesh, New Delhi tion, certain drugs, radiation are 
2 Tam $°8" tall but am very thin Some of the causes of cataract Ini- 
and weigh only 45 Kgs. [feel very _ tially vision becomes blurred. Intol- 
bad when everybody comments &tance to bright light, breaking of 
about my health, Please help. white light into coloured spectrum 
Height and body growth arede- and finally loss of vision are some 
termined by parental genes, 
nutritional status, physical 
activity and disease. You 
need to be examined by 
4 doctor before being 
put on any medicines or 
treatment regimen, 
Consulta phy- 
sician, 
© B.N.Anu 
radha, Bangalore of its symptoms. “Intra Ocular Lens 
? How does cataract occur? \ (IOL) Implantation” is the surgery 
What are the symptoms? Will performed to correct cataract, Ma 
cataract surgery have side effects? position of IOL and secondary glat 
! There is a transparent structure coma are few side effects of this 
present inside each eye called the surgery, but rarely occur. 
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Here is an interesting 
story about how Akbar met 
Birbal, 


One day Akbar and one of his, 
ministers were walking down a 
market in Agra in the guise of 
merchants, Suddenly, their curiosity 
attracted them to a 


crowd. All of them 

‘were watching a cow perform. Its 
master made it do a lot of tricks and 
finally disclosed that it was a man 
in disguise. The crowd applauded 


and cried out, “It was a great show 
indeed!” 


Akbar noticed that a young man 
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beside him was not standing. He did 
not clap either when the crowd did 
When the crowd dispersed, the 

Noe man picked 1 a 


snsals 


small stone and threw it at 
the cow’s leg. He saw the reaction 

of the cow. The man in cow's 
disguise twitched. Then the yourg 
man heartily applauded. He then gd 
moved away. 

‘Akbar felt that his behaviour 
was odd. So he approached 
him. He went close to him and 
in a stem tone cried out, “Young, 


med 


‘man, could you please tell me why 
you hurled the stone at that cow? 
“The cow's tricks that the man 
performed were good and indeed 
required a lot of practise, | agree, But 
fone sudden twitch the man in 
disguise performed was exactly like 
that of a cow and I applauded, That's 
all, Jahanpanah’ said the young man. 


“Oh, how......did you find out 
Akbar. 

“Your voice & loyal bearing gave 
you away. Nobody else would dare 
to stop someone this way” said the 


















young man, 
Excellent, young man, what is 
your name? Will you join my court 
‘as a minister?” 
‘Certainly Jahanpanah... my 
name is Mahesh Das" he I, 
Now it was Mahesh Das who 
earned the title "Birbal’ with his 
amazing wit and wisdom. 
= Retold from Tales of Birbal 









My ambition is to become a doctor. But 
my father says, that it would be very diffi- 
cult for me and that I should be working very 
hard. I usually get second rank is class. What 
is your advice? 
~ R.Nagarajan, Guntakal 

Dear Nagarajan, 

You will be facing two problems. First, as 
your father said you will 
have to score high 


‘marks, partcular- 
ly in the subjects (( Dear Subha, 


You are perfecily 
which lead you 1 
10 the professional TDor weeerrpaien 
course of your y 
cholee. Then there is LIKE answer papers for them ro 


the entrance test in (Tl copy: Aa you say, it may 
WATCH yout will Rave #0 © create hard feelings but 
score much higher than you have to be strict. Apart 
the cut off marks. The from the danger of getting 
second problem may be 
Iancatwhichyourfe: | AONE) DW CAT - 
ther has to overcome. 
Nowadays there are many private colleges of- caught and being punished 
fering medical or engineering courses. But severely, itis unethical. Tell 
the fees they charge are beyond the means of your friend that you don't 
middle class families. Perhaps if you can get want to lose her friendship 
«an educational loan and if you are sure you ut if it comes to a choice 
will be able to repay it while practising 
as a doctor, you may try convincing 
Your ater about GIVE ME SOME 
wee 

I don't like to show my answers to the 
students sitting besides me or behind 
me during exams, But this creates a 
misunderstanding between me and 
my friends, What shall I do? 
-Subha Narayanan, Dombivli (E) 
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a ceanouaworm 


between friendship and honesty you would 


rather choose the latter. 
kh 


Tam a lazy girl. Give me some quick, 
practical ideas to improve in maths, physics and munch well before 
and English! swallowing. This helps the 

+ Hage Omang, Tezu, Arunachal saliva to act on the food. 
Pradesh. Thereafter, the gastric juic- 

Dear Hage, stake over in the stomach 

The only practical idea to improve in any If you are thinking of some- 
subject is to work hard, sincerely and tire: ‘else while eating, the 
lessly. There are no shortcuts in life. Laziness gastric juices will not be 

















today will lead to misery tomorrow. After all, secreted properly. If you 
itis your future. eat 100 fast, there will not 
the be enough time for proper 

Dear Grandma, secretion of digestive juic- 

1 eat my lunch very slowly. My mother es, So, allot a minimum of 
seolds me for this. How do I eat fast? thirty minutes for a good 
breakfast and 


FRIEND OR FOR? = 


+ P.Nellai Kumar, Coimbatore 

Dear Nellai, 2) 

‘My grand son too takes a long time to 
finish his breakfast or lunch. As soon v* aD 
fas he sits at the dining table, he starts at 
day dreaming and his mother keeps on 
saying, “eat, eat, eat!” every five min- 
es! Another friend of mine finishes his three minutes for lunch, After 
course dinner in just five minutes. Devoting lunch rest for a while, so 
‘more time is a waste, according to him! that sufficient blood flows 

Have you ever wondered why there isan through the stomach blood 
interval of an hour for lunch at educational vessels helping digestion 
institutions and work places? When you eat, and absorbtion. 
you must concentrate on the food and enjoy Love, 
its taste Eat small portions each time Grandmaworm 
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oI siz B 1. BRAIN TEASERS 
Here are a few brain 
teasers to sharpen your 


e 
wits. Puzzle out the 
N phrases and words hidden 


in these boxes. 


For example, the first 
TRO UBL awenttie 


Can you solve the rest? 


Ole wok Wak Ww -P. Sai Deepak, 

Tk WM work WA | St-VIN, Sainik Scho 
Korukonda 

we Ww Wit ba 

wait ls wo Wil] goons aan 

ue 2 | (Who wrote these books?) 


reggie 


1. A Tale of Two Cities. 
2. Conquest of Self 
3. Moby Dick 
4, Sunny Days 
5. The Vendor of Sweets 
- R.Kanimozhi, 
Std. VIII, Sharadha 
Matriculation School, Gingee 
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|. SOBRIQUETS 
1. City of Golden temple 

2, Land of Cakes 

3. Holy land 

4, Land of thousand lakes 
5. Land of thunderbolt 

6. Land of white elephants 
7. Playground of Europe 

8. Queen of the Arabian sea 
9. Spice garden of India 

10, Sugar bow! of the world 


- S.Swarna Gowri, 
Std.VIII, M.G.C.V., 
‘Trichy 





IV. RIDDLES 

1, What tools do we use in 
arithmetic? 

2. What has one horn and gives 
milk? 

3. What makes a road broad? 

4, What can you break with- 
‘out touching? 

5. What has a head but no 


brain? 
-M.Varsha, Std.1V, 
Holy Angels Mat. Hr. Sec. 
School, Salem 
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Tarun, I have been granted 
permission. You may come with 
me tomorrow”. 

Kumar announced with a smile, 
‘Tarun was overjoyed. 


Kumar, a neighbor of Tarun, 
was a coal miner by profession. 
‘Tarun was longing to accompany 
him to coal mines. And the time 
had arrived. 

‘Kumar and Tarun left at 5.00 
a.m. the next day. Kumar tookhim 
to the canteen at the office, where 
they had tea. 

‘They then reached the site of the 
coal mine. They entered the locke? 
room. There were two sides in the 
room. One was called ‘clean 
side’ and the other, ‘dirty 
side’. Both of them kept 
their clothes in a locker on 
the clean side. 

Kumar opened his 
locker on the ‘dirty 
side’, He took out 
his overalls, a hel- 
met and leather 
boots from the 
locker and put 
them on. Tarun 
was provided 
with a helmet. He 
was already wear- 
ing leather boots. 


Kumar then 
collected the he 
water bottle and ® q 
filled it. “There 


is nothing to drink underground, % 
Tarun”, said Kumar. “It is very 
warm in the pit. Our throats get 
parched dry from the coal dust”. 
Kumar was provided with 
a lamp. He checked 
whether the battery in it 
was fully charged. 
Kumar clipped a 
“self rescuer” on 
















































his belt. He clipped one on ‘tarun’s 
belt to0. On seeing the inquisitive 
look of his young neighbor, Kumar 
explained. “This pack is used in 


case of emergency like fire or 
explosion. Such accidents 
would produce poisonous 
gases. This is a special mask 
which we should use for our nose 
and mouth so that we may not 
breathe this gas. The mask is ef- 
fective for about an hour dur- 
ing which we may move to 
safety” 
For the first time, Tarun’s 
face tuned pale. “Well. Any ad- 
venture has its share of risks”, he 
said to himself. 
Many other miners soon joined 
them. They were surprised to see a 
young boy amongst them. Kumar 





introduced Tarun 
to the others, 

“We shall wait 
for the cage”, said Kumar and 
laughed on seeing Tarun’s face. 











“What? Feel like an animal? No 
boy. This cage is a lift to take us 
down to the mines”, he explained 





‘The cage came up after ten min- 
utes. Around forty men entered 
the cage. It took them down 700 
meters to the bottom of the shaft. 
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The lift slid fast. “Over ten 
times faster than an ordinary lift”, 
explained Kumar, 

‘The cage reached the bottom of 
the pit. Tarun stepped out along 
with the others. 

On one side of the wide gallery, 
there was a conveyor belt. This car- 
ried coal to the shaft, ready to be 
taken up to the surface. 

‘They waited for a manrider- 
another conveyor belt on which the 
miners are carried along the main 
gallery. 

Well, it was not exactly a very 
comfortable ride for Tarun. He had 
to sit cramped. Also the belt 
bumped over the rollers under- 
neath. The manrider stopped afier 
sometime, Kumar and Tarun 





Child : Mummy, why is Delhi so 
important? 
Mother : Itis our capital child. 
Child : Then, are we small let- 
ters? 
Mother : Ulp, Ah! 
~ Jeffry Cops, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Chennai 








walked down, The height of the gal- 
leries became lower and narrower. 

It was very warm down there, 
Kumar asked Tarun to wait ata par- 
ticular spot, and he crawled for- 
ward to the place where the coal 
‘was to be cut. 

The air was full of coal dust and 
the noise was deafening. A shearer 
was cutting coal. Kumar started 
operating the shear. 

Tarun's hands felt the self res- 
cuer in his belt and the thought of a 
possible accident chilled his spine. 
He now admired the miners for 
their grit. 

Minutes passed by. Itwas an ex- 
hausting day. Kumar was tired, He 
and Tarun were covered in gritty 
coal dust. 


Kumar and Tarun returned, 
Kumar replaced his self rescuer on 
the shelf. He unclipped the lamp 

On the ‘dirty’ side of the cloak- 
room, Kumar took off all his wor 
clothes. He stepped under a 
shower. Clean and fresh, they 
started back to their homes. 

Next day when Kumar saw 
Tarun, he smiled, extended his 
hand and said, “Would you mind 
shaking hands with a dirty fellow 
like me?", Tarun quickly replie¢, 
“Why not? It is indeed an honour 
and eagerly shook the hands of his 
neighbour. ry 








‘The temperature at the centre of 
the sun is 15.9 million degrees, 
The largest volcano in the solar 








Ganymede, one of Jupiter's 16 
moons, is the larges 
‘moon in the solar sys 








tem, Itis twice as big 
as the planet Pluto, 

Astronomers used. 
to think that there ex- 
isted a planet between 


system is on mars called 
‘olympus mons, it is 17 
miles high and covers 
‘more area than the state 
of Arizona 
Footprints left by 
astronauts on the 
moon will st 














y there 
for millions of years 
because there is no 
wind on the moon to blow the foot 
prints away. 





= V.Pooja, Std.VIN1, 
Our Own English High 
School, Dubai 


mercury and the sun, They even gave 
the planet a name : Vulcan 

Pulsars are stars that spin as fast 
as 1,000 times per second. 
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ached the guest house, you 
‘must have checked the number 


You thought we (g 
would be 


y ny. N| 
am pleased wit the way" 


‘you handled the burglars, You 
are hereby appointed 








Long ago, in the city of Colo- 
phon, there lived a maiden called 
Arachne, who was so good at em- 
broidery that people from all over 
came to see the beautiful tapestries 
she created with her needle. Her fel- 


py ~ NC 
TNENT Ne 1 
proud of her that they 
called her the best seam- 

Unfortunately, Arachne became 
‘extremely conceited. Alll the praise 
clared that she wished to challenge 
all her rivals including Goddess 
talking to a large crowd in the mar- 
ketplace and an oid lady told her. 
before a fall. How can you, a mere 
mortal, challenge a goddess?” 
tily turned her back 
on the old lady and 
nose in the air. 

“I warned you my dear”, she 
ing, she saw to her amazement, the 
wrinkled, bent lady change into a 

Tt was goddess Minerva herself. 
Silly Arachne! Instead of begging 


low citizens were so 
stress in the world, J 
went to her head and she openly de- 
Minerva herself to a contest. She was 
“Dear child, remember pride goes 
But Arachne haugh- 

walked away with her 

heard a voice from behind and turn- 
tall, queenly figure. 
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for pardon, she was filled with more 
ride because the goddess had de- 
scended from heaven to meet her. 
“I'm ready to begin the contest” 
she said boldly. “What about you?” 
‘The goddess graciously said yes. 
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‘Two looms, and huge heaps of thread 
were brought, and the contest began. 





The two competitors worked si- 
ently. Arachne’s tapestry showed 
the gods being defeated by the hu- 
man beings, in keeping with the 
Greek belief that the Gods had the 
same weaknesses as the humans. 
‘The crowd was enthralled by the 
details and intricacies. Then curios- 
ity made them turn towards 
Minerva’s loom. In an almost magi- 
cal way, Minerva had depicted her 
own battle in which she had defeated 
Neptune, the God of the Oceans. So 
vivid were the expressions on the 
two faces that children cried out in 
fear; so real was the heaving ocean 





am MYTHOLOGY 
that people wiped their faces, believ- 
ing that the water splashed on them. 
Arachne fled from the scene. She 
knew that she had lost. Unable to live 
with her humiliation she hanged her- 
self. But Minerva was compassion- 
ate and changed Arachne into a spi- 
dix basting wt ts Gad Caos? 
And till today Arachne’s descen- 
cin oot bo pla acti she! 
In fact, science has named the spi- 
der species after her as Arachnida, 

= Aishwarya Mohapatra, 

Age 13, 
‘St.Joseph's High School, 
Bhubaneshwar 





She is so sweet I could give her 
akiss 
None of her classes I ever miss 
She is the personification of grace 
She has never ceased to amaze 
The teacher whom I admire 
‘The teacher who never fails to 


inspire 
Beautiful -both her face and mind 


My Sharadha miss, she is the best 
of her kind 


Social studies - especially his- 
tory. (Yawning already?) Who 
doesn’t findit boring? I did too, Until 
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Sharadha Miss became my teacher. 
She has the magical touch, which 
can bring history alive. While teach- 
ing geography she transports you to 
places worldwide. And when you're 
in one of her civics classes she lights 
up the fire of partiotism in your heart 
She is such an understanding class 
teacher that you can go to her with 
any of your problems, personal or 
‘otherwise. She will listen to you pa- 
tiently and give you some good ad- 
vice. She is the reason why I go to 
‘school - she is my teacher, mother 
at school, friend, philosopher and 
guide. 





-Nithya Ramachandran, 
Std.IX, Bhavan’s Rajaji 
Vidyashram, Chennai 


My favourite teacher is Priya 
ma'am. She is our science teacher, 
‘She explains the chapter well and 
gives notes. She does not expect 
mugged up answers in examinations. 
‘She expects us to write only after we 


understand the basics. No one fails 
in ourclass in science. She conducts 
quiz revisions in which she encour- 
ages the whole class to participate. 
‘She shares her life experiences and 
gives an opportunity to everyore to 
share theirs. She treats everyone as 
friends. She presents gifts to two top- 


ea vase teacuers 


pers of the class. Although she 
teaches only sixth and seventh stan- 
dard, my classmates and I will never 
forget such a teacher in our life... 
love you Priya Ma'am. 
- Anusha, 
Std.VI, Air 


“Thankyou so 
much, she just couldn’t 
have done it without 
you". These were my 
‘mother’s words to Nisha 
teacher, who according 
to me was and still is the 
greatest teacher in the 
whole world. I really 
would've been a total mess 
without her. When I had come 
to middle school, things had be- 
come a lot more tough than at pri- 
‘mary school. Till Std.V, I was a bril- 
liant student but suddenly my grades 
started slipping, when I started VIth 


SOUILS! 


‘Std. When I was in VIIth Std., they 
went from bad to worse. I wasn't 
interested in studies. T.V. was more 
fun. My mum was shocked on see- 
ing my half-yearly results, Mum 
asked Nisha teacher to help me, And 
that’s what she did. She got me back 
to take an interest in studies, made 


school seem more fun, and was like 
aa second mother. I worked hard and 
she had faith in me. I got the high- 







‘est marks in the finals and when I 
‘Went to thank her for everything, she 
didn’t say anything but just smiled 
ind looked at me in a way that said, 
'm not surprised you got these 
marks, Talways knew you would do 
ee 
Nisha teacher died last summer 
in an accident. When the news was 
announced at school, 1 nearly 
fainted. I couldn't believe it. She was 
sso young, just about in her late 20's. 
cried like hell that night. I miss her 
allot, but I know she’s always there, 
‘one of the angels to bless me. 
= Catherine Nipps, Raipur 
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Final exams Are nearing, 
Tension is mounting, 
































Parents are Screaming, 
"8 are lecturing! 


While teache, 
Is schoo! life 


mew 


int for struggling? 


'B oF TV viewing 


Dear parents, please Start planning 








holidaying! 


~ CManjusha, 
Air Force Sch 














» Std.Vi, 
1001, Pune 





OOH! LA! LAL 














Wien 1 open my history book, 
[just don't want to take a look! 
For who can remember all those battles? 
{think Pll catnap while everyone rattles. 
1'm Akbar the great sipping. coca-cola 
‘While Birbal serves me with Pope’ 
‘When Noorjahan dances, I cls 
'A...Ah my history teacher gives me slap! 


= Vivek, Std.IX, 


sorn Ooh! La La! 














(Chan was a woodcutter. He lived 
deep in the forest with his wife. She 
was sad because they had no chil- 
dren 


One day, a wise man visited 
Chan, “You're a good man, Chan’ 
said he. “I can grant you one wish.” 

Chan only had one wish. “I wish 
I could be blessed with many chil: 
dren”, he said 

Chan's wish came true! But alas! 
Not two. 


or ten... or even fifty chil. 


CHAN 
__ AND THE | 


© 


“O dear! I can't afford to feed 
them all!” said Chan. 
His friend Sam had an idea. 
been threatening 
If you find 























he saw it, Chan knew he 
couldn't fight the dragon. 
Instead, he said, “I bet 
I'm stronger than you. 1 
can squeeze a stone until 
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GOKULAM Apzi 


it drips: 

“You are strong!” grunted the 
dragon, He didn’t know Chan's stone 
was a lump of old cheese. 

The dragon took Chan to his 
mother. 

“It must have been a trick”, she 
said. “If you really are stronger tha 
my son, I'll give you our treasure. 

‘You won't beat my son twice” she 
added. 

She found two clubs. “See how 
far you can both throw these.” 

“I'll throw mine over that 
























story 


mountain,” said the dragon. “How 
about you?” 

“Lcan't throw now", Chan said. 
“The moon's in the way!” 

Now, the dragons were scared. 
Chan was the strongest man they had 
ever met, They plotted that night. 

“I'll creep into his room when 
he’s asleep...” said the dragon. 
then you can bash him on the he: 
said the dragon's mother. 

But Chan heard them, 

He decided to fool 
































them and put a log on his bed - 


An the middle of the night the 
dragon crept down to Chan's bed. 

BAM! He whacked the bed just 
Where he thought Chan's head was. 
hat’s killed him!” said the 
dragon 





When Chan appeared next 
morning. The dragons were aston- 
ished, "Good morning” 








said Chan. “I have a 
little bump on my 
head" he said. “Per- 
haps a flea bit me in 
the night?” 

Chan was much 





too clever for the ter- 
rified dragons, They 
took out their trea- 
sure. 





Here” they said. 
e it! Just go 
id leave us 





away 
alone 

They even carried 
the treasure home for 











him. Cha had 
enough gold to buy 
his huge family all 





the food they could 
eat for a life time, 


- A.Thilakan, 
Std.VH, 
S.M.B.M. School, 
Dindigul. 


‘ cers 
MI csecxrve comer 
Greet your friends and relatives _5. “Best wishes’ heart and glitter 
with flowers.and gifts for the new glue 





year. 6. Thermaco] balls - coloured 
FLOWER MAKING 7. Shells or beads. 

Materials required : Stocking Cut the cardboard into heart or 
piece (small), thin wire, round. shape. Use 
stamens, green tape, feviquick to stick the 
thread and thick wire, { velvet sheet on the 














Method : Bend thin card board. Stick 
wire into petal shape as 
shown in the figure. Stretch the 
stocking piece to cover the shape 
and stretch it. Tie it with thread 
at the bottom. Make 3 or 4 
such petals. Place a few stamens 


between the petals and tie them to- 
gether with a thread. To make the 
stalk, take a thick wire and twist it 
around the flower, Cover stalk with 
green tape. The flower is ready. 


beads or shells on the edge of the 
cardboard giving it an attractive out- 
line. Stick the flowers on one side 







+ GSahiti, ee Va omen and “Best Wishes' on the other side, 
lyalaya, Mumbai and after finishing it stick 4 - 5 

thermacol balls. To make it more 

\ rsh ate ay personal, place your photo 

4 5 zi ie aos after cutting it into any at- 
ia oe tractive shape. Make 
(t ee G10 holes at the top 
3. Velvet sheet“ (A) Mie asretal sing 


| Coverit with glass 


- & 
4. Flower bou- My, pape. 


quet (single flower 
or double) 
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LAUGH A WHILE CONTEST-8 EB 


2066 AD 
was surfing the net (ofcourse, 
sipping ginger beer arid munch- 
ing popcorn too!) Suddenly there 
was a beep. There was a message 
: "Help! Let me out, please.” 
‘What can I do for 





‘virtualreality@ 
monster.com’ " was splashed on 


the screen after another beep. 

1 followed the instruction 
Nothing happened. Aftera minute 
- Beceecep! And a monstrous 
looking animal popped out of the 
screen! Multitentacled, stinking, 
three eyed beast with a black 
bubble body stood menacingly 
close to me, 


I fed, trembling with fear un- 
til, I reached the garage and un- 
latched it. Before I could lock 
‘myself in, something ‘crawled’ on 
my shoulder. My heart stopped 
beating. But then it was only the 
dirty mop cloth. I grinned sheep- 
ishly and retrieved my book 
“Funny Computer Pranks” and 
flipped through the pages. 
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MONSTER .COM 





In one of the pages I found 
what I wanted. A solution to get 
rid of the monster : a ‘bug spray 

I rushed back to my room and 
sprayed it 


“Ha! Ha! Bug sprays won't 
drive me out” laughed the mion- 
ster, terrifying me by chasing me 
out again, “I'm not like that stu- 


pid genie which went back into 
the bottle from which it was I 
‘out! I wont’ go back. Ha! Ha 
“Why me? Go and frighten 
my mom. She's scared of even 
cockroaches and lizards.” I 
mumbled my suggestion. 





“*Good idea!” said the mon- 
ster as it ran down to the 
kitchen. My mother was 
screaming. I had to do some- 
thing quickly. *What’s the op 
posite of monster? Angel...” I 
tried Angels.com, entered the 
website and typed “save me 
from monster let loose by my 
stupidity.” 

‘The angel at the website 
sighed. “I'll have to use my 


search engine.” 
“Do hurry, please” I typed. 
Promptly there was a message 
Type ‘virtualfantasy @ monster. 
com,’ " 





Dad was screaming, so was 
mom. I could hear both of them 
clambering up the stairs closely 
followed by the monstrous beast. 
Ityped the message, Just then the 
animal chose to fly past me when 
“swish... swosh” it was sucked in- 
to the computer in much the same 
way as dust by a vacuum cleaner! 











Dad and mom peered at the 
computer. “Where did he go?” 
(They made a funny pair - mom 
with a broom stick, sari hitched 
up. Dad in a state of undress!) 

“Back to where it came from. 
Don't worry. It won't come back 
unless | invite it again” I said. 

“Don't you dare! 














- Kavya S,Kumar, 
Std. VII, 

Vijaya High School, 
Bangalore 








biomimicry or biologically inspired 
design is the ‘in’ thing today, 

Tiny sea creatures called 
mussels don't look very i= 





and 
Spiderman have be- 
come superheroes 
thanks to the pow- 
ers they have ac- 
quired from small 

creatures (bats and spi 

ders). Nature, the engineer pressive. But they can mak: a 
cellence, has ingencously created glue that helps them anchor on 
so many such tiny ereatures with {0 4 rock without getting washed 
amazing powers and skills, that to- away by the strongest of sea waves! 
day's scientists are adapting and inno- Scientists are trying to find out if t 
vating them to solve major human could make this ‘glue to mend shat 
problems. In fact a new field called tered human bones! 

Similarly. Jewel beetles are small 























beetles which can detect fires miles 
away. Defense scientists would like to 
find clues to build low cost infrared 
detectors using this ‘beetle’ technolo- 
gy! Many, many more examples can 
be given, How geckos can walk up 
walls or even upside down on the 
ceiling Locusts’ ability to fly in dense 





NATURE* $ 
CREATIVITY 


swarms without colliding. 
Did you know that the gleaming 
blue green feathers of a peacock are 
not really blue-green? Itis interesting 
tonote that these colours do not come 
off pigments secreted by them, but by 
reflecting certain external light waves 
in the right wavelength and with prop- 
er synchronisation. Since these co- 
ours are dependant on external illu 
mination (and are not from within 
requires less power of its own. A 
screen like this one in a cell phone 
could work 
longer hours 
‘outdoors. A 
company in 
Japan used the 
idea of structur- 
al colour in mor- 
pho butterflies to 
create colours: fab- 
ries without dyes! 











“Great! But 
why are these 
scientists not 
making new 
discoveries? Why 
do they turn to the 
time tested principles of 
‘nature and adapt them?" 


You might well ask. Itis simply 
because biological creatures have 
been able to go about everything 
we would love to do, without guz- 
ling fossil fuels, polluting the en- 
‘vironment or jeopardising the fu- 
ture. So the best way to preserve 
‘our race and preserve the planet 
‘would be by aping natural organ- 
isms! 

Adapted from newsweek 

dated October 10, 2005. 
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‘The world’s most famous sporting 
events just rwo months away and pun: 
dits are beginning to list out their 
favourites, In his article (written over 
‘2months), each Group is analysed and 
predictions are made. At the end of 
Part Il await a SURPRISE CON- 
TEST! 










GROUP A : GERMANY, COSTA 
RICA, POLAND, ECUADOR 

‘The hosts, Germany who reached 
the finals of the 2002 edition are firm 
favourites. Goalkeeper Oliver Kahn, in 
his last campaign, will have his work 
cut out behind an inexperienced Ger- 
‘man defense. Playmaker Michac! Bal- 
lack is the key man, 
Polish goalkeeper Jersey Dudek 
(the hero of Liverpool's Champions, 
League triumph in 2005) is their main 
hope. 


PREDICTION: 
1; Germany 2: Poland 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 
1; Sebastian Deisler (At- 
tacking midfielder, Ger- 
many) 

2: Lukas Podolski 
(Centre Forward, Ger- 
many) 


GROUP B: EN. 
GLAND, PARAGUA\ 
‘TRINIDAD AND TOBA- 
GO, SWEDEN 

England has failed to perform to its 
potential in major tournaments rece: 
ly, Terry, Carragher and Ferdinand are 
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main defenders. Wayne Bridge should 
beused asa defensive midfielder - giv- 
ing Gerrard and Lampard the freesdom 
to make runs. Owen and Rooney can 
slice through defenses like kn'ves 
through butter. 

Sweden has veteran striker Henrik 
Larsson and playmaker Ziatan Tbrahi- 
movie. 


PREDICTION 
1: England 2: Sweden 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 
1; Roque Santa Cruz 






(Centre Forward, Paraguay) 
2: Shaun Wright-Phillips (Right 

Winger, England) 
GROUP C: 


ARGENTINA 


M29". sports TALK 





IVORY 
COAST 
‘SERBIA AND 





aon HOLLAND 
GERMANY | — This is one of 
008. 


death’, Riquelme, the 
Argentine midfielder will be looking. 
to support the likes of Crespo, Tevez 
‘and Messi in attack, The Dutch side 
may recall midfielder Edgar Davids, 
toplay behind Robben, Van Der Waart 
and Van Nistelrooy in attack. Ivory 
Coast is also a threat- they were losing 
finalists in the recently held ‘African 
Cup Of Nations’, 















PREDICTION : 
1; Holland 2: Argentina 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

1: Lionel Messi (Attacking Center- 
forward, Argentina) 
2: Didier Drogba (Centre Forward, 

Ivory Coast) 


GROUP D: 
MEXICO 
TRAN 
ANGOLA 
PORTUGAL 
‘Though Mexico is seeded, 


Portugal is the favorite. A strong de~ 
fense composed of Carvalho, Rui Jorge 
and Andrade, midfielders Maniche, 
Deco, Figo and Cristiano Ronaldo and 
forward Pauleta should entertain the 
crowds. Mexico, with defender Rapha- 
el Marquez can pose a stiff challenge 

PREDICTION 

1: Portugal 2: Mexico 

PLAYERS TO WATCH 

1: Jared Borgetti (Striker, Mexico) 
fielder, Iran) 
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8211 feel Gokulam is not just 
‘magazine full of stories and riddles. 
It is a character building and skill 
kindling agent for young minds. 
‘Story writing contests encourage us 
to develop our language, vocabulary 
and imagination. Please keep us all 
updated with Potter news. 

- SSripriya, Chennai 


© Gokulam is a treasure of 
knowledge. My friends and I share 
the stories in our class. Tips given 
for exams were very useful. The 
recipe for butterbeer was good. It 
Was a treat to the HP fans. 
-NShweta, Madurai 


52 The new look of Gokulam is 
interesting and exciting. I loved the 


The netbit on Harry 
Potter was as inviting as ever. It 
would be great if you provide us 
with HP posters. Every month I 
look forward to the Salient Saints 
column. Is The Mongoose Saga 
a serial? I'd like to weleome our 
new editor Ms, Seetha Ravi on be- 
half of all the readers of 
Gokulam. 

- R.Aadhirai, Chennai. 


“Exam tips’ poster in 
the February 2006 \ 
issue, very much. . 


1 subscribe to Gokulam because 
of the useful information it provides, 
inspiring stories and especially 


Pottermania (now in ‘Netbits’). 
BookNook and Salient Saints are 
‘great. “Never Mind the Exams” was 
very useful. I wish the readers ap- 
pearing for their Boards, all the best! 

- Prakruthi Shetty, Bangalore 


I love Krish Cross, Book Nook, 
Lovable Teachers and Grandma- 
worm. Could you introduce more 
challenges like Krish Cross? 

- PSravya, Kolkata 


53 The information on global 
warming, conservation of petrol, 
birth of petrol etc, helps to develop 
‘our general knowledge. I request you 
to include more and more informa- 
tion on science and sports. 

~ A.Kishore Kumar, Chennai 




















I woke up with a feeling of joy 
cn the 16th of December 2005 
only because my winter va. 
cations were beginning on 

that day but also because 1 \ 
was leaving for Thailand the 
same night! The whole day | 
was waiting impatiently for 
night to arrive so that we could 
take off on this much-awaited 
wip 





‘The flight was for almost five 
hours and we reached Don Muang 
airport in Bangkok, Thailand around 
seven in the moming. After going to 
the hotel and freshening up we went 
out for a city tour in a comfortable 
van, We saw the temples of the Re: 
clining Buddha and the Golden Bud. 
dha, We were truly amazed to see 
such a beautiful sight 

We also saw the magnificent 
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nd Palace and the gardens 
around. On the way back in the 
evening, we went to see the Gem's 
Factory where we saw how precious 
‘gems are cut and polished. Of course 





ee ay 


the elders se 
more than 


med to like the place 





The next day, my friends and 1 
went for a drawing competition. 
There were children from almost ten 
countries who were taking part in 

this competition. We just decided 
to try our best and leave the rest 










to God. This proved enough as all 
three of us came off with flying 
colours and won trophies! 


Next day, afteran early breakfast 
we went to Safari Park, where we 
saw tigers, lions, bears, giraffes and 
lots of other animals roaming around 
in the open. We were scared at first 
but later really enjoyed ourselves 







We also saw different shows like the 
bird shows and sea lion show. 


On the tast day we went to an 
amusement park called Dream 
World. There we had the time of our 
lives on the various rides and enclo- 















sures! We especially enjoyed the 





Space Mountain (a scary ride in an 


underground tunnel which was pitch 
dark). We also liked the Giant's 
house and Goldilocks’ cottage. 


Finally, ike all good things our 
trip too came to an end and with 
heavy hearts but fond memories we 
returned to India! 

+ Advika Mukherjee, Age 10, 
thya School, Chennai 
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Tumy opinion, a mother never for- 
gets her duty towards her child. In this 
fast paced world, itis very difficult to 
survive unless both parents work. 
Moreover, career women are an asset 
to society because they can stand on 
their own feet and be self sufficient 
Children too become good citizens. 

- Priyanka Rao, Age 18, 
Vishakapatnam 


A mother is the child's first 
teacher and has a unique responsibil- 
ity. Mothers today forget that their 
home life is different from their of- 
fice life. They expect special 


they are working in the office and 
earning forthe family. They don't give 
enough time and care to the family 
especially children. A mother who is 
doctor spends more time defining a 
balanced diet rather than preparing de- 
licious food for her child, The world 
needs a ‘caring’ mother more than a 
career oriented mother! 
= RRaghavender, Std.X1, 
TI School, Chennai 
Thisis the age of equality of gen- 
ders. Mothers should be career ori- 
‘ented. Only then can a mother stand 


em CARE(ER) 





ORIENTED 











Moms! 





up against ill treatment and also set 
‘an example to her child, In fact, in 
such households itis only fair that fa- 
thers should devote some tine to 
housework and looking after ths chil- 
dren 





- K.Kirtisagar, Std1Y, 
S.V.Union Primary School, Pune 
Gone are the days of mothers 
with a baby on her hip, feeding the 
child with a story on her lips! Creches. 
and maids are more common. Moth- 
ers console themselves by saying, 


2 wont 





ter all Tam earning only for my 
child”. But nothing can substitute 
mother's love. Money cannot buy 
that Children who miss their mothers, 
‘end up with psychological problems, 





like depression, quarelling, or even 
drug abuse, = R.Aravind, 
DAY SrSee.School, 

Chennai 


Nis indeed heartening to find more 
mothers becoming career oriented. 
‘There are however both positive and 
negative aspects to this. Children 
come very independent and more re- 
sponsible. They sometimes take care 
of thei siblings and household chores. 
Siblings become close to each 
other,On the other hand some children 
get addicted to T.V or even more 











harmful objects like drugs and ciga- 
rettes, However in today’s context, we 
must take a positive approach, Career 
oriented mothers will definitely ere- 
ate better citizens and a world full of 

love, peace and harmony. 
+ M.Nikhil, Std.X, JSS Public 
School, Bangalore 








Miiterate mothers fail to lay a ba- 
sic foundation in their children, I feel 
very happy that my mother ean guide 
ime with my studies and also discuss 
my future intelligently, Today's 
women have proved themselves in 
every walk of life and Tam sure under 
‘my mother’s guidance I can pursue my 
dream career 

+ Akankshya Abismruta, 
SUd.V1, DAV Public School, 
Sambalpur 

T cannot deny the fact that a 
‘mother’s love and warmth means ev- 
erything to her child. Yet I strongly 
1 that the mother’s talents andl ere- 
tivity should not be locked up in the 
kitchen. With determination and pas- 
sion for her career a woman can reach 
great heights, And the mother's vic- 
tory and fulfilment ultimately leads 
to a successful child, 

+ R.Pavithra, Std.VIIL, 
PSBB, Chennai, 




















‘Question for the month. 
The stanarastta goverment has banned the sale of cola (drs) in school 


canteens. Shoukt other States folow sunt? 


‘Sond us your views by 104.2008. Each published entry will receive a prize of 
‘is. 25+. Remember to include details of your age. class, school and residential ad: 
‘hess. These of you who are nan - residents of India should send us @ focal (Indian) 
adress too. You can send enthes by pastor by e.mail (gokulam Bhalkiweekhicom) 
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(A cheetah can run at a speed 
of 113 kmph, Lion’s speed, 





But there’s one 
that’s super 






















If sent off z 
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than the cheetah, but if | LiL 


asked to complete the 
than the snail 
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* 70% of the earth is comprised 
of water, 

* 97% of this water is sea 
water, 

* Only the remaining 3% is 
usable, 

* Of this 3%, about 79% is 
frozen (ice). 

* 20% of water is underground 
water, 

* Only 1% of the water is 
readily available for utilisation 

* 52% of this 1% water, is 
lake water, 38% is ground 
moisture and 1% river 
water, The remaining 9% is 
present in water creatures 
and other water sources, 

Don’t you think we 
should carefully conserve 
this scarce resource, namely 
water? Act today! Prevent 
World War III which could be 
fought for WATER! 


PETROLEUM CONSERVATION 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


sing 
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TRY SOLVING 
123+456+13-48+534=? 
6288+24-13X17=? 

Your 8 year old child 
trained by ALOHA can do 

this calculation with in 30 seconds 

AJALOHA 






(© To streamline chilt's thinking in the 
form of ort 

© To develop Greater concentration 
end focus, 

(© To encble enhanced creativity and the 
bility to visualize 

© To Improve menery retention and recall, 











ALOHA INDIA 


(Aawision of K K Academy (P) Ltd) An ISO 9001 : 2000 Company 
"Deccan Heritage’, New No. 521, I! Floor, Anna Salai, Nandanam, 
Chennai - 600 035, Tamil Nadu, India. Ph : 044 - 5568 2410 / 5568 2411 

Email: info@alohaindia.com Web : www.alohain« 


Become our Franchisee & join the successful ALOHA family 
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Karataka : 9845047700, 9545865952, Kerala S4471 62120, Maharastra. S225110677, Mota 8822620545, 
MumbaiSpeed Maths: 9882056899, Maya Prades: S226083647, Pu: 9314921628 Rajasthan: 914008857 
“aminadu 84 24513262, 24616258, Usa Prada $414017365, West Bengal 3038311834 








